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While the district has changed, the 
road to the playoffs likely won’t be any 
easier for the Durant Lions in the 2018 
football campaign.

“Our schedule is extremely tough 
all the way through,” said head coach 
Ray Richards. “We have Bishop Kelley 
back in district and they are picked first 
along with Coweta. Ada is going to be 
good again. Edison has one of  the best 
teams they have had in several years. I 
was very impressed with them last year. 
There aren’t any easy weeks.”

The non-district slate is another rug-
ged endeavor as they will open the sea-
son on the road at Poteau for the second 
straight year. The Pirates will already 
have a game under their belts having 
played zero week against El Reno.

Poteau is the district favorite in it’s 4A 
league and has some terrific skill players 

back with quarterback Jett Pitchford 
and running back Easton Francis, who 
tallied more than 2,200 yards of  offense 
last year.

It may be like jumping from the pan 
into the fire in Week 2 with the annual 
battle against Highway 70 rival Ardmore.

The Lions have seen all they have 

wanted over the past few seasons of  
Tiger seniors Tero Roberts and Ean Ross 
and the squad’s triple-option attack.

A familiar face awaits in Week 3 as Du-
rant plays host to former Lion defensive 
coordinator Glennis Ring and Broken 
Bow, which righted the ship last year 
while racking up 10 victories.

The Savages have one of  the most gift-
ed athletes in the southeast part of  the 
state in Quintin Owens, who scored 17 
touchdowns in the 87 times he touched 
the ball. 
McAlester has its eyes set on turning 
things around after a disastrous 2017 
season in which they posted their worst 
record since 2005.

They will have five starters back on 
both sides of  the ball, including junior 
quarterback Chris Hilton and one of  the 
better receivers in the league with senior 
A.J. Martin.

Coweta is once again expected to be 
one of  the frontrunners in the race for 

the district title with a wealth of  experi-
ence returning and a lot of  speed.

Leading the way for the Tigers will be 
veteran signal-caller J.D. Geneva, who 
completed 15 passes for 303 yards against 
Durant last year.

Bishop Kelley returns to the district 
this year, which should make things 
tougher to say the least as the Comets 
welcome back half  their starters, includ-
ing a host of  big and aggressive linemen.

Defensive line stalwart Montrell 
Cozart should be one of  the best in the 
district at his position and is already 
weighing collegiate offers.

Ada makes the return to Paul Laird 
Field this season as part of  the Lions’ 
district slate for the first time in several 
seasons.

The Cougars reached the Class 4A 
state championship game a year ago but 
have a bunch of  holes to fill from that 

DURANT FOOTBALL 
2018 SCHEDULE 

Aug. 31 Poteau Away 
Sept. 7 Ardmore Home 
Sept. 13 Broken Bow Home 
Sept. 21 McAlester Away 
Sept. 28 Coweta Away 
Oct. 5 Bishop Kelley Home 
Oct. 12 Ada Home 
Oct. 19 Glenpool Away 
Oct. 26 Tulsa Edison Home 
Nov. 2 Tulsa Hale Away

Challenging year awaits Durant Lions

SEE LIONS, PAGE 3
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cast. Defense may be the 
strength this time around 
sparked by the senior 
tandem of  Tanner Gilliam 
and Walt LaBove.

Glenpool made the most 
of  three wins last season, 
transforming those into a 
trip to the playoffs.

The Warriors lost 
several key contributors 
from that unit but not 
quarterback Wade Gilbert 
or linebacker Braxton Ke-
arns, who was the team’s 
leading tackler.

Richards expects Tulsa 
Edison to be one of  the 
most dangerous clubs in 

the league as the Eagles 
return pretty much their 
entire nucleus from a 
team that wrapped up the 
season with a 49-26 win 
over the Lions in 2017.

Junior Sevion Morrison 
had his breakout perfor-
mance against Durant in 
last year’s contest while 
rushing for 185 yards and 
three touchdowns.

Another team back on 
the schedule for the first 
time in a few years is 
Tulsa Hale.

The Lions will close 
the season at Hale, which 
continues to struggle on 
the gridiron. The Rangers 
have amassed just two 
victories in the past five 
years combined.

BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat

Coming off  one of  the most 
consistently productive offen-
sive seasons in a decade, the 
Durant Lions will look to an 
experienced cast of  skill players 
to continue that production.

The Lions averaged over 22 
points and 300 yards per game a 
season ago for their best num-
bers in each of  those categories 
since a record-shattering 2013 
campaign. It was also the first 
time since 2007 that the squad 
scored at least two touchdowns 
in every contest during the 
season.

Back is senior quarterback 
Cade Buchanan, who has 
guided the Lion offense for two 
straight seasons and will sur-
pass 3,000 career passing yards 
likely in Week 1.

A year ago, the strong-armed 
signal caller threw for 1,906 
yards and 18 touchdowns while 
completing 54 percent of  his 
attempts. With college scholar-

ship offers already from East 
Central and Central Oklahoma, 
he is expected to be one of  the 
top quarterbacks in the district 
in 2018 and should take heat off  
the running game.

Buchanan has practiced a 
little but has missed most of  
preseason drills after having his 
knee scoped during the sum-
mer, but head coach Ray Rich-
ards expects the senior to be 100 
percent for the first game of  the 
year. Senior Jeremy Seward and 
freshman Caleb Heavner have 
been working at quarterback in 
his absence.

“Cade has been able to do 
a little but not a lot early in 
camp,” Richards commented. 
“He will be good to go by the 
season opener at Poteau. With 
his experience, we feel like that 
spot will definitely be a strong 
suit for us because he is one of  
the best quarterbacks around in 
my opinion. 

“We want to throw the ball 
to be balanced. We don’t want 
to get in the situation where he 
has to throw it 35 times a game. 

We have to be able to run the 
ball to take some heat off  the 
passing game and vice versa.”

Also returning in the back-
field are the Lions’ top three 
rushing leaders a season ago, 
each of  which averaged near-
ly four yards every time they 
touched the ball.

Senior Matt Gillis posted 728 
yards and six scores, sophomore 
Isaiah Addis ran 39 times for 150 
yards after moving up to varsity 
and Austin Reinecker added 
128 yards on 33 carries but was 
slowed by injury much of  the 
year. He has also missed time 
this fall while nursing a ham-
string injury.

“I think we have three pretty 
good running backs with Gillis 
and Addis as well as Reinecker, 
when he is healthy. So, I feel 
really good about that area.”

At receiver, senior play-
maker Jeremy Seward is back 
following a breakout season in 
which he caught 55 passes for 
745 yards and 10 touchdowns 
while averaging 13.6 yards per 
reception.

The rest of  the receiving 
corps, however, will be manned 
by newcomers who will have to 
step up and make plays to avoid 
opponents totally focusing cov-
erage on Seward. Those include 
sophomores Damien Long and 
Josh Smith as well as juniors 
Dalton White and Daniel Long, 
who will be utilized in tight 
end/H-Back roles. 

“We have a lot of  skill guys 
that we feel pretty good about,” 
Richards stated. “We just need 
some other kids to be able to 
catch the ball and get a few 
yards to keep the pressure off  
Seward and stay out of  dou-
ble-team situations. If  oppo-
nents do start helping extra 
on him then those other guys 
have to be able to get open and 
hurt them. If  Reinecker gets 
healthy he can help in that 
area also.”

Offensive line has been a 
pleasant surprise to say the 
least for Durant coaches as 
Richards points to seven differ-
ent players that he feels confi-
dent can step in and fill roles if  

needed.
Cooper McCoy is the leader at 

the center position with fellow 
juniors Luke Gaines and Jake 
Christian the front runners for 
the starting tackle spots. Gaines 
is a move-in from Wewoka that 
Richards believes is going to 
be a really good player. Lazaro 
Estrada, Riley Powell, Colton 
Lewis and Davion Shields could 
all see time at the guard slots.

“Our offensive line should be 
much better than it was a year 
ago, which is very encouraging 
because that should give us 
some stability and hopefully 
some consistency,” Richards 
added. “We really feel like that 
we have around seven that 
are ready to step in and play if  
we need them to. They have a 
chance to be a pretty good offen-
sive line. Whether we are good 
right away or it takes a couple 
of  weeks I’m not sure though.” 

Daniel Long returns as place-
kicker after hitting 17 of  his 18 
extra point attempts a year ago. 
He will be joined this year by 
junior Zach White.

Key skill players should propel offense

LIONS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Durant High 
School coaching 
staff, front row, 
L to R; Morris 
Sloan, Jim Tay-
lor, Danny David, 
Ron Norman, 
David Lopez; 
back row, L to 
R; James Pratt, 
Tony Tubbs, 
John Wilmoth, 
head coach Ray 
Richards, Jeff 
Garrett, and 
Stacey Fincher.
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Injuries took their 
toll on the Durant Lion 
defense a year ago and 
that unit goes into the 
2018 campaign thin once 
again in most areas while 
looking to add depth 
during the course of  the 
season.

“I don’t really know 
where we are at on de-
fense because we are so 
thin and not doing much 
tackling in practice,” head 
coach Ray Richards said. 
“Until you start tackling, 
you really don’t know 
what you have got. I think 
we will be okay, but we 
are also going to miss 

some pretty good players 
up front in (Parker) Mor-
gan and (Jared) Iscimen-
ler.”

One thing the DHS skip-
per knows is that he has 
a bell cow defensively in 
senior linebacker Landon 
Tubbs, who played most 
of  last season with an 
injured shoulder but still 
amassed a team-best 93 
tackles, including 12 of  
those behind the line of  
scrimmage. He also broke 
up four passes, recovered 
two fumbles and blocked 
a kick.

Joining Tubbs at the 
other linebacking slot will 
be either junior Pedro 
Garcia or sophomore Alex 
Jamison, who should both 
see time. Garcia came on 

late last season and con-
tributed some key tackles 
down the stretch.

“We may have a few oth-
ers that can step in and 
play but those are our best 
three linebackers right 
now,” Richards comment-
ed. “Hopefully, Tubbs can 
stay healthy. He is such a 
force and difference-mak-
er for us when he is on the 
field.

“Garcia and Jamison 
run well and are solid 
tacklers. We will be able 
to work both of  them in at 
various times.”

Up front, Richards has 
high expectations for the 
tackle rotation of  Davion 
Shields, Cooper McCoy, 
David Gould and Lazaro 
Estrada.

With McCoy and Estra-
da starting on the offen-
sive line as well, Shields 
and Gould should see the 
bulk of  the reps, especial-
ly early in the season. A 
year ago, McCoy contrib-
uted 29 tackles and a fum-
ble recovery with Shields 
notching 11 tackles and a 
quarterback sack.

One of  the defensive 
end spots is expected to 
be filled by Daniel Long 
or Wewoka move-in Luke 
Gaines with Jordan Fen-
ner manning the opposite 
end position. The DHS 
head coach also pointed to 
Jaren Daniels as a capable 
back up.

In the secondary the 
Lions will be loaded with 
athletic youth at the 

corner positions with 
sophomore Isaiah Ad-
dis and freshman Jalik 
Lewis. They will also look 
to Hunter Haislip, David 
Hammon and Blane Potts 
in reserve roles.

Brenham Skean, who 
moved in last year, is 
expected to start at free 
safety with senior veter-
an Kash Edwards at the 
rover slot and either Aus-
tin Reinecker or Dalton 
White at the other safety.

Edwards was very ac-
tive a season ago, compil-
ing 45 tackles, including 
four for loss, and broke 
up two passes. Reinecker 
was also very solid when 
healthy, contributing 35 
stops, a sack and four pass 
break ups.

“I know it’s like it 
everywhere, but for us 
we really have to stay 
healthy,” Richards stated. 
“Obviously we have some 
questions, but we also 
have some good things 
happening right now.

“We are better than we 
were a year ago, and from 
a coaching standpoint as 
long as you are getting 
better and kids are work-
ing hard you feel good 
about things. Hopefully 
we will continue to get 
better and better every 
week.”

Senior Cade Buchanan 
also returns to handle the 
punting duties, averaging 
more than 32 yards a kick 
last season with a long of  
44 yards.

hampton insurance
home | auto | Life

commercial | Farm & ranch

4024 W. Main • 580-931-8300

60
73

17
36

GOOD LUCK ON THE
2018 FOOTBALL SEASON

DURANT LIONS!

Lack of depth leaves questions on defense

We support the 

Durant Lions

60
73

17
43

8883 W. Hwy 70 • Durant, OK 74701

580-924-6988
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We proudly support

ALL AREATeams
2514 University Boulevard

www.visionbank.bank    580-931-0808

60731735

We support all area 
Football teams.

60731738

3527 N Washington Ave
Durant, OK 74701
800-444-9142 Ext 103

DURANT LIONS FRESHMAN FOOTBALL TEAM
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Blane Potts
#2

SOPHOMORE

Indian Nation Wholesale
230 S. 22nd Ave.
580-920-0110

Cade 
Buchanan

#5
SENIOR

First United Bank
1400 W. Main St.

580-924-2211 * Member FDIC

Jeremy 
Seward

#3
SENIOR

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
PO Box 1210

580-924-8280

Isaiah 
Addis
#6

SOPHOMORE

The Kingston Chronicle
200 W. Beech St.
580-634-2151

Zach White
#4

JUNIOR

Greg Phillips- State Farm 
Insurance

618 Bryan Dr.
580-924-1212

Brenham 
Skean
#7

SOPHOMORE

Corner Drug
1005 W. Main St.
580-924-4444
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Dalton
White
#10

JUNIOR

Medical Center Pharmacy
1026 Radio Rd.
580-924-7425

Caleb
Heavner

#14
FRESHMAN

Gene’s Tires
46 E. Main St.

580-924-2265

Damien
Long
#11

SOPHOMORE

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
PO Box 1210

580-924-8280

David
Hammon

#15
SOPHOMORE

Durant Democrat
200 W. Beech St.
580-634-2151

Parker
Maldonado

#12
SENIOR

The Kingston Chronicle
200 W. Beech St.
580-634-2151

Hunter
Haislip
#16

JUNIOR

Vision Bank
2514 W. University

580-931-0808 * Member FDIC

Josh
Smith
#18

SOPHOMORE

The Kingston Chronicle
200 W. Beech St.
580-634-2151

Austin
Reinecker

#23
JUNIOR

All Seasons Travel
1203 W. Main St.
580-924-9201

Zane 
Hilburn
#20

SOPHOMORE

Indian Nation Wholesale
230 S. 22nd Ave.
580-920-0110

Pedro
Garcia
#24
JUNIOR 

The Kingston Chronicle
200 W. Beech St.
580-634-2151

Matt 
Gillis
#21

SENIOR

American Dream Realty
801 W. Main St. B
580-931-8888

Jalik
Lewis
#25

FRESHMAN

Durant Democrat
200 W. Beech St.
580-634-2151
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Fernando
Ledbetter

#33
JUNIOR

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
PO Box 1210

580-924-8280

Zane
Delozier
#40

SOPHOMORE

Chicken Express
227 Radio Rd.
580-924-4300

Kash
Edwards

#34
SENIOR

Corner Drug
1005 W. Main St.
580-924-4444

Alex
Jamison
#42

SOPHOMORE

First Texoma National Bank
220 W. Main St.

580-924-4242 * Member FDIC

Jackson
Seay
#36
JUNIOR

Greg Phillips- State Farm 
Insurance

618 Bryan Dr.
580-924-1212

Dax
Ogden
#44

SOPHOMORE

Bullard Dental
5008 W. University

580-931-3366

Landon
Tubbs
#45
SENIOR

First United Bank
1400 W. Main St.

580-924-2211 * Member FDIC

Jaren
Daniels
#52
SENIOR

Indian Nation Wholesale
230 S. 22nd Ave.
580-920-0110

Jake
Christian

#50
JUNIOR

First United Bank
1400 W. Main St.

580-924-2211 * Member FDIC

Axel
Castor
#53

SOPHOMORE

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
PO Box 1210

580-924-8280

David
Gould
#51

SENIOR

Greg Phillips- State Farm 
Insurance

618 Bryan Dr.
580-924-1212

Jordan
Fenner
#54
SENIOR

Durant Democrat
200 W. Beech St.
580-634-2151
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Cooper
McCoy
#55
JUNIOR

Clay-Rhynes Eye Clinic
1801 W. University

580-920-2020

Jeff
Corzine
#58

SOPHOMORE

Chicken Express
227 Radio Rd.
580-924-4300

Davion
Shields
#56
JUNIOR

First Texoma National Bank
220 W. Main St.

580-924-4242 * Member FDIC

Riley
Powell
#60

SOPHOMORE

Indian Nation Wholesale
230 S. 22nd Ave.
580-920-0110

Hunter
Ellis
#57
SENIOR

Clay-Rhynes Eye Clinic
1801 W. University

580-920-2020

Jaxson
Burwick

#61
SOPHOMORE

Jimmie’s Auto Supply
916 N. First Ave.
580-924-2455

2929 W. University Blvd. | Durant, OK

(580) 931-3366   www.bullarddental.net

Proudly supporting 
Durant Lions 

upcoming 2018 season!
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Colton
Lewis
#71

JUNIOR

Corner Drug
1005 W. Main St.
580-924-4444

Dylan
Bromagen

#67
SOPHOMORE

Clay-Rhynes Eye Clinic
1801 W. University

580-920-2020

Remington
Lowe
#72

SOPHOMORE

Bullard Dental
5008 W. University

580-931-3366

Joel 
Langley
#68

SOPHOMORE

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
PO Box 1210

580-924-8280

Luke
Gaines
#75
JUNIOR

Vision Bank
2514 W. University

580-931-0808 * Member FDIC

Lazaro
Estrada
#76
JUNIOR

Vision Bank
2514 W. University

580-931-0808 * Member FDIC

Kohl
Rhynes
#85
JUNIOR

Clay-Rhynes Eye Clinic
1801 W. University

580-920-2020

Daniel
Long
#87
JUNIOR

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
PO Box 1210

580-924-8280
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DURANT LIONS VARSITY CHEERLEADERS

Mckayla 
Smith

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
PO Box 1210

580-924-8280

Morgan 
Dunn

Vision Bank
2514 W. University

580-931-0808 * Member FDIC

Paige 
Gregory

Jimmie’s Auto Supply
916 N. First Ave.
580-924-2455
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Sydney 
Herndon

Corner Drug
1005 W. Main St.
580-924-4444

Ryleigh 
Jones

Chicken Express
227 Radio Rd.
580-924-4300

Sidney 
Paris

First United Bank
1400 W. Main St.

580-924-2211 * Member FDIC

Kylin 
Brown

First United Bank
1400 W. Main St.

580-924-2211 * Member FDIC

Malorie 
Stick

Gene’s Tires
46 E. Main St.

580-924-2265

Hailey 
Bond

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
PO Box 1210

580-924-8280

Katy 
Herndon

Durant Gymnastics Center
3117 Westside Dr.

580-920-3743

Haylie 
Kreitz

First United Bank
1400 W. Main St.

580-924-2211 * Member FDIC

Kelsie 
Elrod

First Texoma National Bank
220 W. Main St.

580-924-4242 * Member FDIC

Kylee 
Arndt

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
PO Box 1210

580-924-8280



DURANT DEMOCRAT FOOTBALL FEVER 2018 • 13

Y K

C M

Corner Drug
1005 W. Main St.
580-924-4444

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
PO Box 1210

580-924-8280

Payton 
Al-Kheteib

First United Bank
1400 W. Main St.

580-924-2211 * Member FDIC

First United Bank
1400 W. Main St.

580-924-2211 * Member FDIC

All Seasons Travel
1203 W. Main St.
580-924-9201

Maci 
Stout

Chicken Express
227 Radio Rd.
580-924-4300

Jillian 
Mcelroy

American Dream Realty
801 W. Main St. B
580-931-8888

DURANT LIONS JV FRESHMAN CHEERLEADERS
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A year ago the Caddo Bruins were rid-
ing high in the midst of  a five-game win-
ning streak and at the top of  the district 
standings with just three weeks to play.

Fortunes turned in a hurry however 
when a horrific string of  injuries began 
to play havoc, costing the Bruins a playoff  
spot, much less the district title.

“The injury plague hit us at one of  the 
worst times in district play last year,” 
head coach Jeremy Proctor stated. “When 
you lose a couple of  two-way starters its 
tough, especially at this level. We had won 
five in a row, then lose our running back 
and one of  our main linemen. When both 
of  them also play significantly on defense 
as well, it’s really difficult to overcome, 
especially when you are pretty thin to 
begin with.

“Looking back at it now, that experi-
ence helped a lot of  those guys that had 
to step in. They’ve got that time already 
in game situations they wouldn’t have 
gotten. Obviously, they are better now 
and we like what we have seen from those 
younger guys.”

That additional experience as well as 
the veteran leadership of  a good core of  
seniors is expected to key the attack for 

Caddo this year.
They have also been bolstered by a cou-

ple of  move-ins as well as newcomers that 
didn’t play football a season ago.

“We have 7 or 8 seniors that are going to 
be toting the load for us, but several young 
guys will need to step up as well,” Proctor 
commented. “A couple of  the ones that 
moved in are going to really help us.”

Senior lineman Dalton Johnson will 
be a catalyst on the line after playing at 
Kingston a year ago. Freshman Hunter 
Speers moved from Durant and Proctor 
has expectations for him to start on the 
defensive side of  the ball. Payten Brewer 
should also make an impact after coming 

back out for football for the first time in a 
couple of  years.

Keying the attack for the third straight 
season will be senior quarterback Jack 
Holbrook, who rushed for 494 yards and 
threw for 774 yards during the 2017 cam-
paign.

“Jack is very experienced and looking 
a lot better than even last year,” Proctor 
said. “We like what we are seeing from 
him. His decision-making is a lot smooth-
er and he’s going to be the offensive leader 
for us going in. He probably has the most 
experience on both sides of  the ball, play-
ing corner and safety on defense, too.”

Making the move to tailback this year 
is Michael Creel, who had to play up front 
much of last season but adds a dynamic 
threat out of  the backfield. Johnson could 
also get some carries filling in at H-back if  
needed during the course of  the season.

Holbrook will also have some quality re-
ceiving targets with senior Avery Brown 
at tight end and senior Chisolm Booth, the 
top returning pass catcher with 220 yards.

“I really think we will be a balanced 
team,” Proctor said. “We are going to have 
to mix in some play action to offset people 
trying to stop the run. Right now, looking 
to balance it out as much as possible.

“Brown came in 20 pounds lighter and 
has great hands. We are going to try to 

incorporate tight ends as much as we can 
and with him being more athletic and 
more experienced this year, he is going to 
be a big target. Booth is a nice target for 
us outside as well.”

Senior Seth Kelly also returns to the 
Bruin lineup after sitting out. He will start 
at left guard with junior Colby Henson 
back at center and Jesse Long expected to 
fill in at right guard despite checking in 
at just 170 pounds. Johnson could also see 
some time on the offensive line with his 
outstanding versatility.

On defense, Holbrook and Brown are 
the top tacklers back from a season ago 
when they notched 63 and 52 tackles 
respectively. Junior Luke Castaldo should 
play a lot at corner after being forced into 
duty late last year.

Creel and Johnson are expected to be 
the spark plugs on the defensive line for 
the Bruins with Cameron McClain and 
Seth Kelly at linebacker. Several members 
of  a talented freshman class could also see 
playing time.

“We have some depth, but it is young,” 
added Proctor. “Several freshmen could 
step up and contribute. It’s great for 
future seasons but may be a little intimi-
dating at times this year. That group is a 

CADDO FOOTBALL
2018 SCHEDULE

Aug. 31 Wilson Home 
Sept. 6 Dewar Away 
Sept. 14 Thackerville Away 
Sept. 21 Ryan Home 
Sept. 28 Waurika Home 
Oct. 5 Canadian Home 
Oct. 12 Maud Away 
Oct. 18 Wetumka Home 
Oct. 26 Weleetka Home 
Nov. 2 Strother Away

Caddo to rely on strong core of seniors

SEE CADDO, PAGE 13
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really good group. I have 
confidence in those fresh-
men.”

Caddo is picked toward 
the bottom of the district 
standings by league coach-
es, but Proctor feels like 
his youth-laden group has 
potential for a much better 
finish than that.

The Bruins will have 
their traditional non-dis-
trict slate that has a 
western Oklahoma flair, 
including Wilson, Thack-

erville, Ryan and Waurika, 
before beginning league 
play. 
Weleetka is the pick of  
many as the favorite for 
the district title this year.

“We try to see some 
different people in the 
non-district games,” Proc-
tor said. “Teams from out 
west usually like to run 
the ball a lot. Canadian, 
Maud and Strother all like 
to spread it around quite a 
bit so we definitely have a 
good mix of  opponents.

“Weleetka is going to 
be a handful. The coach-

ing staff  from Wetumka 
went to Weleetka and 
they expect to be pretty 
good. Strother is always 
decent and has a good 
young group that has been 
gaining experience. Maud 
always has athletes and 
Canadian really spreads 
the ball around. We’re not 
picked very high in district 
so hopefully we can fly 
under the radar a little 
bit and catch some people 
off  guard. I really think 
we can be right in the 
district mix if  we can stay 
healthy.”

Coach Jeremy Proctor Asst. Shane MillermonAsst. Matt Jenkins Asst. Daniel Stone

CADDO
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 

Payten 
Brewer
#80
SENIOR
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Jack 
Holbrook

#2
SENIOR

Chisolm 
Booth
#7

SENIOR

Cameron 
McClain

#3
JUNIOR

Jesse 
Long
#8

SENIOR

Luke 
Castaldo

#6
JUNIOR

Nathan 
Houser
#11

SOPHOMORE

Riggs 
Schneider

#12
SOPHOMORE

Avery 
Brown
#16

SENIOR

Lance 
Tumey
#14

SOPHOMORE

Tyler 
Malone
#20

FRESHMAN

Eli 
McKimmy

#15
FRESHMAN

Hunter 
Speers
#21

FRESHMAN
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Dominik 
Rose
#22

FRESHMAN

Zane 
Williams

#32
FRESHMAN

Jacob 
Harendt
#23

FRESHMAN

Kayden 
Young
#36

FRESHMAN

Michael 
Creel
#24
SENIOR

Tristen
Owens 
#51

FRESHMAN

Dalton 
Johnson
#52
SENIOR

Hank 
Bradly
#60

FRESHMAN

Chris 
Behrens

#55
FRESHMAN

Kolbee 
Purcell
#62

FRESHMAN

Seth Kelly
#56
SENIOR

Colby 
Henson
#77
JUNIOR
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REMAINING DURANT SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Aug. 30 Lone Grove Longhorns Home 5 p.m. V-JV
Sept. 1 Tahlequah Tigers Home  2 p.m.  V-JV
Sept. 7-8 Durant Tournament Home TBD V
Sept. 10 Idabel Warriors Home 5 p.m. JV
Sept. 14 McAlester Buffaloes Home 5 p.m.  V
Sept. 15 Bishop Kelley Comets Home 1&3 p.m.  V-V
Sept. 13-15 Wright City Tournament Away TBD JV
Sept. 17 Silo Rebels Home 5 p.m. V-JV
Sept. 18 Tulsa Nathan Hale Ranges Home 4&6 p.m.   V-V
Sept. 20 Plainview Indians Away 5 p.m. V-JV
Sept. 22 Collinsville Cardinals Home 2 p.m. V-JV
Sept. 25 Idabel Warriors Away 5 p.m. JV
Sept. 27 Broken Bow Savages Home 5 p.m. V-JV
Sept. 28 OCU Shootout Away 4&5:30 p.m.   V-V
Oct. 4-6 Regional Tournament TBD TBD V
Oct. 11-13 State Tournament ASA Hall of Fame TBD V

DURANT LIONS VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM
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2900 East Jackson • Hugo, OK
580-326-3240

6545 US 70  • Mead, OK
580-931-3240

851 Westside Drive, Durant, OK 74701
580-380-4931

60732396

Come Buy A Chevrolet
The Stuteville Way!

Good Luck on the 
2018 Football Season 

Durant Lions!

DURANT LIONS JUNIOR VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM
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Tristyn 
Hamilton

#2
SENIOR

Jaci Phillips
#13

SENIOR

Jaylin Ford
#6

SENIOR

Darika 
Douglas

#21
SENIOR

Haley 
Morgan
#9/25

SENIOR

Karli 
Westmoreland

#1
JUNIOR

Madison 
Keel
#4

JUNIOR

Allison Keel
#14
JUNIOR

Kalee Rush
#5

JUNIOR

Rayvan 
Polk
#22
JUNIOR

Isabelle Cox
#10

JUNIOR

Kenslie 
Clark
#23
JUNIOR
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Experience What Sets 
Better Hearing Associates 

Apart from the Rest

© 2017 Starkey. All Rights Reserved.  172434956-8/17

Locally Owned And Operated

2 Locations to Serve Our Customers

2828 West University Boulevard, Suite 114 
Durant, OK 74701

(580) 745-5171
2001 Loy Lake Rd, Suite H 

Sherman, TX 75090

(903) 482-4018
Kelly Johnson, Au.D.

Rob Neely, BC-HIS

WE SUPPORT 
DURANT SOFTBALL 

60731738

3527 N Washington Ave
Durant, OK 74701
800-444-9142 Ext 103

Madyson 
Tolbert
#25

SOPHOMORE

Hannah 
Kaler
#45

SOPHOMORE

Rylee 
Richardson

#7
FRESHMAN

Kayce 
Polson
#11

FRESHMAN

Abi Gregory
#12

FRESHMAN
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BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat

Southeastern head 
coach Bo Atterberry is a 
firm believer in the next 
man up mentality. That 
was put to the test last 
year with a near epidem-
ic in the injury depart-
ment that pretty much 
cost the Savage Storm 
any chance at the con-
ference championship 
after a terrific start.

Atterberry’s troops 
opened the year with a 
perfect 6-0 record and 
were leading perennial 
power Henderson State 
17-0 after one quarter 
when the injuries finally 
became too much to 
overcome.

The Reddies rallied for 
a 21-20 victory that sent 
the Savage Storm into a 
four-game tailspin with 
a host of  inexperienced 
youngsters forced into 

duty. 
While that spelled doom 
to the squad’s chance in 
2017, it can only help for 

SOUTHEASTERN FOOTBALL
2018 SCHEDULE

Aug. 30 So. Nazarene Home
Sept. 8 Okla. Baptist Away
Sept. 15 Ouachita Baptist Home
Sept. 22 Ark-Monticello Away
Sept. 29 Northwestern Home
Oct. 6 Southwestern Away
Oct. 13 So. Arkansas Home
Oct. 20 Henderson State Away
Oct. 27 Arkansas Tech Home
Nov. 3 Harding Away
Nov. 10  East Central Away

Storm hopes to avoid 
last season’s injury bug

SEE S TORM, PAGE 23

1305 N. Washington Ave. 
Durant, OK

580-271-1955
www.bryancountytag.com

PROUDLY 
SUPPORTS 
ALL AREA 
TEAMS!
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We Support 
DURANT 
LIONS 
FOOTBALL

1028 Radio Rd. Durant, OK • 580-931-9994

Contact Butch Arnett  
or Rob Piearcy

Go 2018-19 
Durant 
Lions 

Football

1116 West Main
Durant, OK 74701

Phone: 580-924-5468
Fax: 580-924-8667

this season with numer-
ous players returning 
that received the so-
called “baptism by fire”.

“Sometimes things 
happen and guys have 
to step up,” Atterberry 
commented. “It defi-
nitely happened to us a 
year ago. It’s very hard 
to simulate game reps in 
practice but after what 
we went through now 
we have some guys that 
have been forced to play 
and gotten those reps. 
They should know what 
to expect.

“We have some other 
guys that haven’t gotten 

those reps that will 
need to get there quick 
though. Every year 
we have a handful of  
guys that step up and 
make an impact that we 
weren’t really counting 
on at the start of  the 
season.”

Experience starts on 
the offensive side of  
the football at the skill 
positions where Austin 
Skinner and Rollin Kin-
saul were both forced 
into duty at quarterback 
after the season ending 
injury to C.B. Cant-
well. That duo is now 
a year more seasoned 
after each saw extensive 
action.

Skinner threw for 
1,180 yards and six 

touchdowns while 
Kinsaul contributed 653 
yards passing and seven 
scores in three fewer 
games.

There’s an electric 
group in the backfield 
with the returning 
Rashod Polk and Ryan 
Taylor, who came up 
with some big carries 
late last season. Junior 
transfer C.J. Shavers 
adds a different dynam-
ic as a bruiser at 200 
pounds with good speed 
as well, as evident in 
last spring’s Blue/White 
game.

Jaylen Sims and Skye 
Lowe are quick, shifty 
receivers that each 
displayed playmaking 
ability a season ago. 

Sims totaled 581 yards 
receiving and Lowe 
added 211. Tight end 
Ryan Ronces is back 
after posting 159 yards 
and Felton Hatcher also 
returns on the outside in 
what should be a much 
bigger role following a 
season in which he led 
the team at 19 yards 
per catch. Atterberry is 
also high on fleet-foot-
ed sophomore Braxton 
Kincade.

“We have quarter-
backs that have played 
and running backs that 
have played,” the head 
coach said. “Sims and 
Lowe both played a lot 
for us at receiver, but 
we need some of  those 
outside guys to step up 

and make a name for 
themselves.

“Hatcher played some 
last year and Kincade 
had looked good in prac-
tice. If  they all continue 
to get and work together 
we should be pretty suc-
cessful.” 
Obviously the linemen 
up front are what makes 
it all work and South-
eastern has a host of  vet-
erans with four seniors 
that started at various 
points to lead the way.

On the defensive side, 
the Savage Storm also 
have a great deal of  
experience but will look 
to several newcomers to 
step in and fill gaps in 
the rotation, especially 
up front.

“We have quite a bit of  
competition and depth 
on the defensive line,” 
Atterberry stated. “It’s 
a tough task for those 
guys with the tempo of-
fenses we face and a lot 
of  guys needing to sub in 
and play to stay fresh.”

Leading the lineback-
ing corps will be senior 
Seu Luafatasaga, who 
was consistently mak-
ing plays a season ago 
en route to 52 tackles, 
which was fourth on the 
team.

The Savage Storm 
have several newcomers 
that coaches are looking 
for big things from, in-

STORM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

V IS IT  US  AT  DURANTDEMOCRAT.COM

SEE S TORM, PAGE 24
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FEVER
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Karli Moore
1020 Radio Rd. Durant, OK

580-916-9055

We Proudly Support  
Durant Lions Football

cluding junior line-
backer Will Johnson, a 
transfer from Tarleton 
State. Defensive line-
men Rogerick Kirby and 
Quincy Dotson are also 
guys that fans should 
look for.

Seniors Luke Crad-
dock and Troy Parker 
are catalysts in the 
secondary with tremen-
dous leadership and 
great football IQs. Jacob 
Harper redshirted last 
year but may be one of  
those headliners on the 
back end of  the defense 
as well as Washington 
State transfer Daquawn 
Brown, who could be 
one of  the most athletic 
players on the field at 
any time.

The Southeastern 
kicking game should 
once again be in capable 
hands with All-Ameri-
can candidate Joel Car-
los back for his senior 
season as kicker and 
punter. Over the course 
of  his career he has 
become one of  the most 
clutch in school history, 
connecting on 17 of  23 
field goal tries a year 
ago. He also made 15 of  
17 as a sophomore.

Continuity should 
be there with senior 
deep snapper Daniel 
Green back along with 
sure-handed holder 
Devon Blanton.

Great American Con-
ference coaches have 
also taken note of  the 
Savage Storm experi-
ence, tabbing South-
eastern fourth in the 
preseason poll.

STORM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

Sports are a great tool to teach 
young people various lessons. Sports 
can instill a sense of  teamwork 
and responsibility in youngsters 
while promoting a physically active 
lifestyle that can benefit kids into 
adulthood.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention estimates that rough-
ly 30 million children participate in 
youth sports in the United States 
each year. Unfortunately, many of  
those young athletes suffer inju-
ries while participating in sports. 
Injuries might be seen as an almost 
inevitable byproduct of  participating 
in sports, but the CDC notes that 
more than half  of  all sports injuries 
in children are preventable. Parents 
and children can work together to 
prevent injuries.

• Speak with your young athlete 
about pain. Johns Hopkins Medicine 
recommends parents discuss pain 
with their young athletes, encourag-

ing them to speak up and seek help 
if  they feel pain or if  any part of  
their bodies does not feel right after 
playing sports.

• Emphasize safety during prac-
tice. It’s easy to overlook sports prac-
tices when considering sports-re-
lated injuries, but Safe Kids USA 
notes that 62 percent of  organized 
sports-related injuries occur during 
practice. In spite of  that, Safe Kids 
reports that one-third of  parents 
do not have their children take the 
same safety precautions during prac-
tice that they would during a game. 
Parents and coaches can emphasize 
to children that sports safety should 
be a priority during both practice 
and games.

• Get a sports physical. Preseason 
physicals are typically required for 
scholastic athletes, but that might 
not be so for recreational athletes. 
Even if  leagues don’t require sports 
physicals, Johns Hopkins advises 

parents to schedule such exams any-
way. Such examinations can deter-
mine if  kids are fit to play and may 
uncover injuries or conditions that 
may make kids vulnerable to injury.

• Encourage adequate rest. Johns 
Hopkins notes that the most com-
mon injuries among young athletes 
are overuse injuries that involve soft 
tissue. These injuries affect bone, 
muscle, ligaments, and/or tendons. 
Overuse injuries can lead to stress 
fractures characterized by a lack 
of  swelling and feelings of  pain 
and tenderness during movement. 
Encourage rest between practices, 
games and events, and make sure 
to schedule an offseason for young 
athletes so their bodies have time to 
recuperate before the next season.

Young athletes’ injuries are often 
preventable, especially when parents 
and children work together and com-
municate about any aches or pains 
kids might be feeling.

How to prevent sports injuries in young athletes


